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When I took over as President of FSCA about a year ago, I did not realize how busy a
year 2022 was going to be!  But it was a really good year for us.  We had five high school
students from Fréjus visit for two weeks in July, and we had twenty adults visit for 8 days
in September, to celebrate –belatedly–our 40th anniversary as Sister Cities.

At the end of this newsletter, you’ll find a dozen or so photos pasted in from the visit of
the Fréjus adults in September.

Student Exchange
So, in 2023, it is our turn to send high school students to Fréjus for two weeks in July.
And now is the time to be preparing.  We’re asking for your help as members of the
FSCA in getting the word out to friends and associates, that we are now taking
applications for students with a couple of years of French, aged 14 to 18, who would like
to spend two weeks living with a French family on the Riviera (Côte d’Azur), and a
couple of days in Paris before returning to the US.   Families who are interested can find
the application materials at our website.  Here is the link: Forms & Useful Information –
Fredericksburg Sister City Association (fredericksburgfrejus.com). The deadline will be
Feb 15 for us to receive applications from interested students.  We have two members of
our Board of Directors, Kristin Moeller (a veteran of the program herself) and Cathy
Warder (a King George High School French teacher) lined up as chaperones.

All-Sister City Fundraiser
We postponed our usual Annual Meeting of the Membership from November this year to
January –we were just too busy with the visit in September , and then in October we
co-sponsored the Fundraiser for Ukraine with three other Sister City Associations.
(Thank you to so many of you who volunteered dishes and your time to be part of this!)
I learned this week from Chip Willis, the treasurer of Este SCA, that our contributions to
Doctors without Borders, World Central Kitchen, and Save the Children were all made on
Giving TUesday (Nov 29) and were matched by other philanthropists:  Our $8,000 to
Doctors without Borders became $16,000.  Our $8,000 to World Central Kitchen became
$16,000. And our $8,000 t0 Save the Children became $40,000.  A total contribution of

https://fredericksburgfrejus.com/student-exchange-program/forms-useful-information/
https://fredericksburgfrejus.com/student-exchange-program/forms-useful-information/


$72,000 to the people of Ukraine through our effort.  This photo was taken Dec 4.  Thank
you to everyone who was involved in planning and executing this!

Annual Meeting for all FSCA Members

We’re holding our Annual Meeting as a New Year’s Party on January 18, at the CRRL
Headquarters Theater, at 6 PM. Please come! It’s time to get ourselves back into action
after these two years of Covid worries.  Part of our program will be hearing from
Fredericksburg students who hosted Fréjus visitors this summer; part of it will be sharing
some photos and videos from the adult visit in September; and part of it will be a preview
of our regional French wine and cheese tasting series for 2023.



Photos from September 2022

The welcome reception at Bill and Susan Beck’s.







Reception at the home of Phyllis Whitley

FSCA Presidents!











The trip to Washington, DC.







The signing ceremony in the Renwick Building.  Mayor Greenlaw and M. Pascal
Pipitone (representing the mayor of Fréjus) signed documents reaffirming our 40 years as
Sister Cities.  We were presented gifts from Fréjus (the vase in the fourth photo), and we
presented them a painting of Princess Anne Street done by Wendy Atwell-Vasey.











The luncheon at Brocks’ after the ceremony.







An evening chez Susie and Ian Valentine on the river.



The trip to Monticello.



Lunch at Castiglia’s after touring Belmont.





Farewell dinner at Foode.







Departure by Amtrak for New York.

Annual Meeting of FSAC Members:  January 18,2023
Rappahannock Regional Library Headquarters Theater
1201 Caroline Street
6 PM
Hope to see you there as we kick off our new series on regional French
wines and cheeses, and hear from some of our 2022 student hosts.

Bonne Année!


